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PREFATORY. 


We shall occupy but brief space, in the remarks we intend to 
make upon the occasion of presenting the first number of a new 
volume. 

One year ago, the Magazine was ushered into the world, a can- 
didate for public approbation, amidst a host of other periodicals, 
but interfering with none and impeded by none, as the field 
which it proposed to take was wholly unoccupied. The support 
which this work has received, has not been by any means so great 
as was anticipated, either in contributions or subscriptions; but 
taking into view the usual obstacles to the establishment of a peri- 
odical upon a firm basis—the lukewarmness of some—the oppo- 
sition of others—the want of sufficient capital to carry iton without 
the aid of subscriptions—and lastly, the backwardness of not a 
few, who must wait until the success or failure of an undertaking 
is determined before they will venture to give it their countenance 
—perhaps we have no right to complain. 

If individuals cannot with convenience afford the expense, and 
they must be the judges, at least every company can spare a small 
portion of its joint fund to sustain a work like the Magazine. In 
the 12 Regiments of Artillery, Infantry and Dragoons, there are 
112 Companies, which are scattered over every section of the 
Union; there are 55 forts, barracks and arsenals, independently of 
those now inthe course of construction, every one of which should 
have one copy of the Magazine for its use, besides these which 
the officers take on their own account. 

Every mess of officers and_seamen on board a vessel in com- 
mission should contribute its mite for the same purpose. 

The Army and Navy alone can give to the Magazine a support 
sufficient to ensure its continuance, but not to make it profitable to 
the publisher, without aid from private citizens; and so long as 
the work is strictly professional in its character, its circulation 
must be limited principally to the two services But if the offi- 
cers will unite, (for from them alone can the requisite materials be 
drawn,) to render its pages attractive to the public, there is no pe- 
riodical in this country whose circulation will be more extensive. 
These materials are abundant, not merely for present emergency, 
but with research and assistance willlast for years, extending back 


to the Revolution, and embracing all our wars since that period. 
] 
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The apathy which has been manifested among the officers is sur- 
prising, and must be attributed to one of two causes: an indiffer- 
ence as to the success of the Magazine—or a diflidence of their 
own powers of writing for public edification. The latter can be 
easily removed, by a general invitation, which is here most press- 
ingly urged, to forward to us letters, journals, or printed or manu- 
script matter ; they will all be highly acceptable, used as occasion 
may require, shall be carefully preserved, and, when desired, faith- 
fully returned. An application, written or personal, to each in- 
dividual officer is out of the question, and we therefore ask all 
who read this, to consider it as if made to himself directly. 

War has existed from the earliest stages of history to the pre- 
sent hour, and from being limited to aggressions on the one part 
and defence on the other, has now become a science, almost as ab- 
struse and intricate as the law, and one in which human ingenui- 
ty frequently triumphs over physical strength and numerical force. 
Martial achievements have ever attracted popular favor—success- 
ful warriors have in almost all ages been idolized as heroes, poets 
have recited their praises and minstrels sung their deeds. Until 
within a century or two, combats were chiefly confined to the land, 
but as commerce spread her wings, she needed the aid of a naval 
armament for protection from the cupidity of rival nations—hence 
the introduction of navies, which are now an indispensable auxili- 
ary of attack and defence to every country possessing a maritime 
coast. Holland, Spain and France have in times past alternately 
claimed the supremacy of the ocean, but the prowess of Britain 
Snatched the trident of Neptune from their grasp and held, if not 
undisputed, at least irresistible sway over the trackless deep, un- 
til ‘‘a few fir-built frigates, with bits of striped bunting’’ had the 
temerity to oppose the mighty power of Britain’s invincibility, and 
bore away the palm. 

Our Revolutionary struggle may be compared to an infant con- 
tending (and successfully too) with a giant. Our second war 
with the mother country was the unequal resistance of a youth to 
the overbearing encroachments of a veteran, conscious of his pow- 
ers and proud of his strength. 

Peace has subsisted between the two countries for nearly twenty 
years, and long may it continue undisturbed ; but we may each 
recount our tales of valorous fight, even though it be sometimes 
to the disparagement of the other; and may our rivalries hence- 
forward be directed to the advancement of science and the useful 
arts. 
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With a limited field of action and a comparatively brief career as 
a nation, our history offers numerous examples of accomplished 
statesmen, acute legislators and successful warriors. The foremost 
name amongst them all, stands 
WASHINGTON. 
A galaxy of other worthies adorns the page of our revolutiona- 
ry history : 
GreENE, Knox, Putnam, Warren, Lez, Marron, St. Cratr, 
Wayne, Pavut Jones, Barnry, Man ty. 
Of the foreigners who flocked to our standard, in the hour of need, 
who can forget 
LaFaveTTE, MontTcomMERY, STEUBEN, Puuask1, Kosciuszko? 
The latter wars proclaim the exploits of 

Pixst, Brown,Jacxson, Macoms, Gatnes,Scott, RipLtey, Tow- 
son, Hutt, BarnsripeGe, Decatur, Jones, Perry, Macponoven, 
BiakELy, BrppLe, WarrRINGTON, Lawrence, Porter, STEWART. 

With such materials as the achievements connected with these 
names furnish, we can find aliment to feed the appetites of those 
who delight to read of actions that redound to their country’s glo- 
ry. To them the proudest object of admiration is their national flag; 

*« *Tis the Star-spangled banner! Oh, long may it wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! ” 

‘While employing all the means within our reach to minister to 
the entertainment of our readers, we shall not lose sight of the 
claims which science, the arts, and al] the improvements and dis- 
coveries of the day, have upon a portion of our pages ; nor fail to 
contribute to the gratification of such as are fond of graver dis- 
cussions. 

We make no promises with regard to the future course of the 
Magazine, than that we shall use all honest endeavours to render 
it in every respect worthy of increased patronage. 





ON PAYMENTS IN ADVANCE. 


This is a matter which touches our interest, consequently we 
feel its importance. We are saved the necessity of offering any 
arguments of our own, having recently met with some, so apposite, 
forcible and just, that we adopt them with a few slight alterations. 

“The custom of requiring payment in advance for periodical pub- 
lications, though plausible excuses may exist for non-compliance, 
has very strong and cogent reasons for its support. Ina _ broad 
view, the subscriber risks, at the utmost, only the amount of a sin- 
gle subscription, while the pubiisher has afloat a large amount of 
capital, 
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The proprietor of the ‘‘ Magazine”’ feels sincerely desirous to 
have as few conflicting opinions as possible between himself and 
his supporters, and he begs briefly to state his views on the sub- 
ject for their consideration. — 

An individual applies his capital and credit, his time and talents, 
to the establishment of a periodical, which he has based on a sure 
footing for the fulfilment of his part of the contract. All the res- 
ponsibility and risk are concentrated in himself—to him each sub- 
scriber can make direct application for the correction of any de- 
linquency ; and, being established in a city, hecan readily be found. 
Not so with subscribers, who may be scattered over nearly the 
whole continent. If one neglects to pay, where is the remedy? 
He resides in a remote district—takes the ‘‘ Magazine,” for in- 
stance, fora year. At the end of this period a bill is forwarded, 
which brings an answer, on which postage probably is to be paid, 
saying the money shall be remitted soon. Some months more 
elapse, and another application is made—the expense of employ- 
ing an agent to collect amicably is perhaps incurred—the subscri- 
ber becomes refractory, and refuses payment. What remains but 
the alternative of losing the amount, or the harassing and degrad- 
ing resort to a law-suit? Multiply this by hundreds or thousands, 
and see, resting the merits of the question even on this consid- 
eration alone, whether the proprietor of an established periodical 
has not valid grounds for asking payment in advance from those 
who are strangersto him. These general views are of course 
meant for particular application, and intended to imply that we 
attach a definite meaning to the caption—payment in advance. We 
do not wish to magnify or blazon forth our endeavours to comply 
with the originally proffered terms. Our subscribers are the judg- 
es—but we wish none to subscribe who are not satisfied, or who cannot, 
or do not intend topa,. Plain language is best. We have no am- 
bition for a large list of non-paying subscribers—the larger the 
heavier the tax. Ifa heavy list of delinquent subscribers remains 
on the books, the cash account will soonbe found in the vocative, 
This work has met with that patronage which fully guarantees its 
continuance—payment therefore at the earliest convenience by in- 
dividual subscribers will form an aggregate which will lighten very 
materially our labors, and enable us to do more justice to the work. 

These remarks, which have more than usual force from the pre- 
sent disorganized state of the money market, are submitted with all 
due respect; they are given as the simple expression of our ideas 
on a subject of considerable consequence to us; should they meet 
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with corresponding sentiments in all our readers, many of whom 
have practically evinced their approval, the consequence would be 
to enable us to “ go on our way rejoicing,” meet all our engage- 
ments with ease and comfort—and by the absence of pecuniary 
anxiety, leave us more at leisure to promote the variety and en- 
hance the attractions of the Magazine.” 

Every subscriber to the Magazine, who wishes success and pros- 
perity to the work, will testify his good will by an immediate re- 
mittance, and by using his influence to prevail on others to sub- 
scribe. 

There is a practice too common in the Army, against which we 
must enter a protest—it is that of taking one copy for the “ Post 
Fund,” ‘‘ Library’ &c. where there are from ten to twenty offi- 
cers, and making that one suffice for all. If this practice be per- 
severed in, it must operate to the serious injury of the Magazine. 


ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


One of the notices to correspondents, on the cover of the Janu- 
ary number was this—‘‘O. S. wants a responsible name.” Early 
in February, the following note was handed to the editor: 

My Dear Sir :—Why not publish “O.S.” as weilasS. I.? I am not 
aware that O. S. hassaid any thing personal or that can injure the feelings of 
any Ordnance Sergeant ; the facts with regard to their duty being at nost Posts 
trifling in the extreme and tending to injury from want of employment, any of- 
ficer will corroborate who has been stationed with a company at a separate post, 


The remarks were directed with [a view] to the interest of the service and the 
Ordnance Sergeants. Your friend 0.2 
” 


For the Editor of the Military and Naval Magazine, 
Washington.” 

We will answer the question after the Yankee fashion, by asking 
another. How did the writer know, or what right had he to sup- 
pose, that the communication signed ‘‘S. I.”” was anonymous? and 
what information had he, of the nature of its contents? The 
two communications bear different post marks, were received with- 
in a few days ofeach other, and unless the writers interchanged 
sentiments, or the same writer makes use of two or more Post Offi- 
ces for the transmission of his communications, it is difficult to 
conceive what ground O. S. had for arriving at a knowledge of the 
tenor of the remarks over the signature of S. 1. Why did not his 
enquiry extend also to the communication signed X? These are 
questions, which we wish to have answered. 
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’ But, to come to the point, and our reason for not publishing, in 
this case, may be taken as a general rule: We do not feel under 
an obligation to publish any communication anonymously presen- 
ted. We do not say, that we would refuse it upon this ground 
solely ; but we do assert that no publisher is bound to take 
notice of articles, unless the names of the writers are known to 
him. It is true, courtesy and custom have sanctioned the practice 
of acknowledging the receipt of all communications, and stating 
the reasons when an insertion is declined; but we do insist that 
a publisher or editor is not bound to do so. 

What is the inference, when a writer transmits an article for 
publication, and withholds his name? Surely, that he is ashamed 
or unwilling to be known. The editor must then assume the res- 
ponsibility himself, or refuse to publish. 

In one of the earliest numbers of the Magazine, we made ob- 
jections to anonymous communications, and observed that ‘ the 
confidence which should ever subsist between a writer and his pub- 
lisher, ought to be a sufficient safeguard to the former to disclose 
his name privately; and should that confidence ever be betrayed, 
the publisher forfeits all claim to further favors.”” (See page 189, 
vol. 1.) This confidence has never been abused in a single in- 
stance. 

What are the facts inthis case? O. S. asserted in substance that 
the duties of Ordnance Sergeants were so light as not to occupy on 
an average one quarter of an hour in the twenty-four; he gave no 
name as a voucher for the correctness of his assertion; we did not 
question its correctness, but it was not a fact which we knew of 
our own knowledge, or from hearsay, and therefore we asked for 
a ‘responsible name.’ Here was an office recently created, and 
intended to be conferred on meritorious non-commissioned officers 
as rewards for faithful services. A writer, we know not who, states 
that the situation is a mere sinecure, and if this be true, it must 
operate as an injury to the incumbents and lead, in such an eco- 
nomical government as ours, to the abolition of the office. 

O. S. refers in his note to any officer ‘‘ who has been stationed 
with a company at a separate post;’’ but he should have recollec- 
ted that it was not our duty to seek out officers, to enquire whe- 
ther this, that or the other allegation, made anonymously, was true 
or not. 

No reasonable person would require an editor to be responsible 
for the correctness of another’s statements; nor can we conceive 
what objection a writer can have to giving his name confidentially. 
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He who has truth and justice on his side, has nothing to apprehend, 
even should his name be demanded and surrendered. 


** Thrice is he armed, who hath his quarrel just.” 


The communication signed “‘S. I.’’ contained nothing objec- 
tionable—no assertions, the correctness of which seemed liable to 
be questioned. 

Mr. ‘‘Q. S.”’ chooses to preserve the incognito, and we must 
consequently resort to the only method we possess to reach his 
eye. 

We have extended these remarks further than we would other: 
wise have done, but for the reasons that so large a portion of the 
communications which we receive, are unaccompanied by the 
names of their authors; and that we desire to have a more expli- 
cit understanding with our correspondents. 

We do not ask to know their names from any motives of idle 
curiosity; nor will any name, however imposing, secure the inser- 
tion of a piece which we deem inappropriate. We have no silly 
vanity to gratify in making a display of the names of writers whose 
productions fill our pages. Our aim is utility, which we keep stead- 
fastly in view, and if entertainment can be blended with it, so much 
the better. 


